
Ally Student Handout
Improve the usability and accessibility of your content
Ally works to provide you with more accessible original content. You can choose formats that work best for you: HTML for improved reading on mobile phones, Electronic Braille for the visually impaired, and Audio for learning on the go. Ally automatically scans your original content, and performs a series of steps to make them more accessible.
Ally provides alternative formats for these content types:
· PDF files (custom encoded fonts are not supported)
· Microsoft® Word files
· Microsoft® Powerpoint® files
· OpenOffice/LibreOffice files
· Uploaded HTML files
· Alternative formats
Ally creates alternative formats of your course content based on the original. These formats are made available with the original content so you can find everything in one convenient location.
You don't need to do anything. The alternative formats are created for you. Access them by clicking to the right of any document with the Download Alternative formats icon  [image: Ally icon that looks like a capital A with a downward pointing arrow beside it.].
Alternative Format types;
· Tagged PDF (currently for Word, PowerPoint and OpenOffice/LibreOffice files)- using the tagged PDF transforms a word or PowerPoint file into a tagged PDF for a smaller file size and easier reading.
· OCR’d version (for Scanned documents) -if the original file is a scanned PDF the student won’t be able to highlight, copy, paste or search for keywords. Downloading the OCR’d version makes it easy to highlight, copy, paste and search for keywords.
· Immersive Reader (LMS only)- enhances the reading experience, it has a text to speech option. There are tools to highlight nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. It has line focus and a picture dictionary.
· Mobile-friendly HTML-HTML format works great with a mobile device and adjust to the screen size.
· Audio- if the student is an Audible learner, this will download the document in MP3 file.
· ePub-Makes adjusting the font and contrast of a document. It also has note taking and annotating tools.
· Electronic Braille -if a student uses the electronic Braille device, they can download the file and read it on Braille display
· BeeLine Reader- helps students focus on the text by applying color gradients to text to guide their eyes as they are reading.
If you try to download alternative formats when disabled, you will see a message telling you the alternative formats for that content item aren't available. If this happens, contact your instructor.
Which format should I use?
Not sure what format to download? Let us help you decide. This table shows at-a-glance the best formats for your different needs.
You might not see every alternative format in your list of choices to download. The formats generated depend on the original content type.




Table 1. Alternative format benefits
	Your needs
	Electronic braille
	Audio
	Immersive
Reader
	PDF, OCR
	PDF, Tagged
	HTML, Semantic
	ePub
	Translated Version
	BeeLine Reader
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	Format adapts to device, responsive
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	Highlighting, note taking, and bookmarking
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	Text to speech with speed adjustment
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	Different language
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